Journalism and Mass Communications, College of
Nebraska High School Journalism State
Contest

University of Nebraska - Lincoln Year

Josh Cox, Gunheee Park, James Benson,
Adam Tucker, Josh Charvat, Alex Lim

Sharleen Ball
Mount Michael Benedictine High School, sball@mountmichael.org

This paper is posted at DigitalCommons@University of Nebraska - Lincoln.
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/nhsjourcontest/1



LN

= = — —3 -
- . —t =Y~ U] | = 5

Putting Students lo The Test
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By JosH CHARVAT

“Drafting several short paragraphs in a few minutes in a testing center is not a fair measurement of how welf
someone can compose a thoughtful, coherent essay in college. The time pressure will make this a particularly
unfair test for students who need to translate from their mother tongue to English,” said Sandra Del Valle, the}
Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund staff attorney. g

Even if the ACT contains some mathematical calculations and identification of shapes, the test is n
exceptionally focused on questions that depend on word familiarity, a type of question format that is popular D
in America. Hence, the test is partial to different racial groups, leading to racial bias in admissions and
financial aid formulas that utilize rigid test score requirements. | The Essays

One of the most condemned features of the standardized tests is their inability to adequately reflect students
aptitude. The ACT and SAT fail to correspond to what students learn in high school. Specifically, it is
reported that neither the Critical Reading section of the SAT nor the English Section of the ACT has as close
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